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Kaleju dienas 
(Blacksmith Day )

21. un 22. augusta 2004.
Blacksmiths studio "Auseklis"

Latvian Ethnographic Open-Air Museum 

This picturebook is dedicated to Vilnis Vincevics



Ethnographic Open Air Museum Riga
www.muzeji.lv;
wwwltg.lv/english/brivdabas.muzejs;
www.muzejs.lv

Latvian Ethnographic Open Air Museum,
Brivibas gatve 440, ph. 7994510, fax:
7994178. One of the oldest open-air
museums in Europe, founded in 1924. Area
(100 ha) lies on the banks of the Jugla lake.
Characteristic buildings from different
Latvian regions Kurzeme, Latgale, Vidzeme
and Latgale have been moved to the
museum: homesteads, several churches,
windmills, smithies and brick-kilns. Also on
show Livonian peasants and Russian old-
believers’ farmhouses, as well as the 18-th century country
school, an old road-pub and a farm of the 1920-1930-ties.
Visitors may watch a blacksmith, spoon-carver, bee-keeper
and other masters at work. Exhibition halls display ancient
as well as modern artwork. Different concerts take place at
weekends. The museum is set in attractive woodland by a
lake just to the east of Riga. Buildings that are
representative of different architectural styles and ethnic
groups have been relocated to the site from across Latvia
and are pleasingly clustered in glades throughout the
woodland. Most - if not all - of the buildings are wooden,
and are predominantly agricultural: mostly farmhouses and
farm outbuildings interspersed with a few chapels and a
couple of windmills.
As most of the buildings come from a rural setting, the
reconstruction in a woodland setting is fairly authentic, and
it's easy to conjur up images of how Latvian life must have

been in the not-too-distant past.
The forest setting provides plenty of opportunity for
picnicking, but in case you're not that well organised, there
is a restaurant serving traditional Latvian fare, as well as a
small shop.
The only downside of an outdoor museum is of course that
you are exposed to the elements, and despite the protection
offered by the forest, this wouldn't be much fun in heavy
rain or snow. We visited on a day of intermittent showers,
which didn't really affect our enjoyment. As we walked
back through the forest towards the car park, we heard a
cuckoo calling - the iconic sound of a European summer.

Places for picqnique. Car-park.
Open: Mon-Sun 10-17. Public transport: Bus Nr.1., 821-
826., 19., 28 (bus stop “Brivdabas muzejs” ‘Open-air
museum’. 
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Surroundings
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Blacksmiths Day
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Henk en Ge Bos
Hasebroekstraat 7, 1962 SV Heemskerk Nederland
Telefoon:      +31 251 230050  
E-mail:          bosq@xs4all.nl 
Site reizen   : http://www.home.hccnet.nl/henk.ge
Site techniek: http://www.xs4all.nl/~bosq


